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Continental Engines MSB and AD 
A snap ring improperly installed  

On February 16, 2023, Continental surprised the GA community with word that a Mandatory Service Bulletin would 

be issued effecting a number of new and rebuilt Continental engines. The issue is with the crankshaft counterweights 

and requires immediate inspection for proper counterweight installation on all Continental engines listed in the MSB 

with less than 200 operating hours.   

 “COMPLIANCE: For Engines with less than 200 operating hours: Accomplish immediately; an additional five 

flight hours acceptable to move to a maintenance facility with minimum essential crew, if necessary. Compliance time 

begins upon Service Bulletin receipt.   For Engines with more than 200 operating hours: No further action required. 

 MODELS AFFECTED: New and rebuilt Continental Aerospace Technologies aviation gasoline (AvGas) engines 

or crankshaft assemblies with serial numbers listed in Appendix 1 or Appendix 2: IO-360; LTSIO-360; TSIO-360 O-

470; IO-470; GTSIO-520; IO-520; LTSIO-520; TSIO-520 IO-550; TSIO-550 TSIOL-550 TSIOF-550”  

 The company said that the snap rings on crankshaft counterweights on 6-cylinder engines may have been 

improperly seated at the factory, and could prematurely fail.   Should the rings be installed incorrectly, the engine 

could quickly experience catastrophic failure as the counterweights come undone during flight. Continental describes 

the issue as a "potential assembly error affecting 2,000 crankshaft assemblies".   

 This issue caused Cirrus to issue and MSB and ground their entire fleet of airplanes with newly installed engines, 

the first week of February. Therefore, it should be no surprise the forthcoming AD would ground all Continental 

powered airplanes with less than 200hrs on the engines until inspection is complete.   

 Believed applicable to 1,600+ engines.      Continental.Aero   

 

 

Managing Component Failures in 57 Seconds 
Uh Oh 

When a component unexpectedly fails on your aircraft, do you know how to respond? Fatal general aviation 

accidents often result from inappropriate responses to unexpected events. Planning, training, and preparation can 

promote more effective and timely responses to emergencies, such as total aircraft system failures, and give you the 

skills and knowledge to manage the chain of events that can lead to disaster. Check out 57 Seconds to managing 

component failures.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T84q7e0iAm8    

 
 

Cocoa Beach Oceanfront Airshow 
USAF Thunderbirds 

The 2023 Cocoa Beach Air Show scheduled for April 15-16. Featuring the Air Force Thunderbirds!   Listed so far 

an F-22 Raptor Demo, an A-10 Thunderbolt II Demo, the GEICO Skytypers, a B-1, a B-52, a C-17 Globemaster, the 

C-47, Tico Bell, Aerobatics by John Black and Warbirds from the Valant Air Command.   Information and tickets 

click here: CocoaBeachAirshow.    

 

http://www.continental.aero/support/service-bulletins.aspx
http://www.continental.aero/support/service-bulletins.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T84q7e0iAm8
https://cocoabeachairshow.com/
http://www.mlbpilots.org/
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NTSB Seeks To Close Part 91 Commercial Op ‘Loopholes’ 
Recommends increased safety and oversight 

Jennifer Homendy NTSB Chair, expressed concern about the need to close “loopholes” for revenue passenger-

carrying operations such as sightseeing or commercial air tour flights. Testifying before the House Transportation and 

Infrastructure Committee February during a hearing on FAA reauthorization, Homendy said the Safety Board “is 

particularly concerned about the safety of various revenue passenger-carrying operations that are conducted under Part 

91.” 

 She cited as examples certain nonstop commercial air tours, sightseeing flights conducted in helicopters and hot air 

balloons, parachute jump flights, flight history experience sightseeing flights, glider sightseeing flights, air 

combat/extreme aerobatic experience flights, and tour flights conducted under the premise of student instruction or 

training flights. 

 “These operations, which carry thousands of paying passengers each year, are not held to the same maintenance, 

airworthiness, and operational standards as air carrier, commuter, and on-demand operation,” she said in her testimony, 

adding that people who pay to participate in these activities may not be aware the operator is held to less stringent 

safety requirements than other commercial operations. 

 The NTSB has recommended increased safety requirements and comprehensive oversight of these operations. 

Specifically, the Safety Board believes there needs to be an appropriate framework for these types of revenue 

passenger-carrying flights conducted under Part 91, as well as mandatory safety management systems.    Ainonline 

 

 U.S. Air Force Awards Large Aircraft Automation Study  
Autopilot Block to Block 

The U.S. Air Force has commissioned Reliable Robotics to look into how flight automation technology might allow 

large military transport aircraft to be remotely piloted for cargo operations. Under a contract announced on February 8, 

the company will prepare a feasibility study for the application of full and limited automation features on multiple 

aircraft including the C-17 Globemaster and the C-5 Super Galaxy. 

 The Air Force is looking at ways to increase the pace and frequency of its missions worldwide and is interested in 

leveraging technology now being developed for commercial aircraft.  

 The California-based company is working to achieve FAA approval to convert existing utility aircraft, such as 

Textron’s Cessna Caravan, to operate with its autopilot engaged in all phases of flight, including taxi, takeoff, cruise, 

and landing. 

 Northrop-Grumman developed the fully autonomous high-altitude Global Hawk (RQ-4) for the military during the 

1990s.  It first flew 28 February 1998 and the fleet of 40-some is still in operation today.    Reliable Robotics 

 

Airline Single-pilot Operations 
Currently a non-starter 

Airbus and others are working on autonomous systems for air carrier aircraft with future plans of single pilot aircraft.   

The Director General of the International Air Transportation Association, (IATA) HQ in Montreal, Canada, and former 

head of International Airlines Group (IAG), said the discussion surrounding single-pilot operations in commercial 

aviation would likely continue for 25 years, with no guarantee that airlines or the flying public will ever embrace it in 

the future.  It will likely be many years in the U.S. that alphabet associations ALPA, A4A and the rest will even 

consider single-pilot operations in Part 121.  Airliner 

 

1,500-Hour Rule 
Congressional relief doubtful 

As the hearings get underway on the FAA reauthorization bill, Rep. Sam Graves (R-MO) Pilot and Warbird owner 

and new Chairman of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure said he’s be open to further discussion on 

pilot training changes.  In response, Rep Brian Higgins (D-NY) non-pilot, whose district includes the Buffalo Niagara 

Int’l Airport, the destination of the Colgan Air Flight 3407, which crashed in the area in 2009, said changes to the 

current 1,500-hour rule requirement are not going anywhere.     Politico  

 

 

https://www.ainonline.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_Grumman_RQ-4_Global_Hawk
https://reliable.co/news
https://www.airlinerwatch.com/2023/01/iata-director-debunks-hopes-for-single.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/weekly-transportation
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Hobby Club’s Missing Balloon Feared Shot Down By USAF 
$390,000 AIM-9 splashes one $12 balloon 

A small, globetrotting balloon declared “missing in action” by an Illinois-based hobbyist club on Feb. 15 has 

emerged as a candidate to explain one of the three mystery objects shot down by four heat-seeking missiles launched 

by USAF fighters since Feb. 10.  No finger pointing yet but the Northern Illinois Bottlecap Balloon Brigade (NIBBB) 

lost contact of the club’s silver-coated, party-style, “pico balloon” on February 10 at 38,910ft off the coast of Alaska.  

 It is possible a $390,000 AIM-9 Sidewinder missile fired from a $334-million Lockheed-Martin F-22 Raptor 

operated at about $70,000 per hour, might have shot down their $12 balloon. 
 A popular forecasting tool—the HYSPLIT model provided by the NOAA — projected the cylindrically shaped 

object would be floating high over the central part of the Yukon Territory by Feb. 11 the same day the F-22 shot down 

the UFO high over the central part of the Yukon Territory.  

 The balloon owners keep track of them through HF and VHF/UHF radio links. A small GPS tracking device is 

attached to the balloon by a tether. The balloon broadcasts its position using the WSPR protocol on HF and the ASPR 

standard for line-of-sight on VHF/UHF. Most pico balloons lack the lifting power to carry batteries, so the tracking 

coordinates usually are broadcast in daylight hours, with tiny attached solar arrays sending power to the transmitter.  

 Ron Meadows, the founder of Scientific Balloon Solutions (SBS), a Silicon Valley company that makes purpose-

built pico balloons for hobbyists, educators and scientists said, “I tried contacting our military and the FBI to try to 

enlighten them on what a lot of these things probably are and, just got the runaround. And they’re going to look not too 

intelligent to be shooting them down,”  

 So what in the world in a Pico balloon?  Typically about 3 ft. in diameter on the ground before they are launched. 

As they ascend to altitudes of 20,000-50,000 ft., the super-pressure balloon envelope expands by about 2-3 times in 

size and achieves neutral buoyancy, allowing them to float at a roughly consistent altitude. Wind currents push them 

through the atmosphere. Some balloons capable of circling the world several times before they pop or fall.  
AviationWeek  

Southwest Airlines 
Reduces turbine time for hiring 

Southwest Airlines is reducing the flight experience requirements prospective new-hire pilots must meet in order to be 

eligible for employment with the airline. Formerly, Southwest required pilot applicants to have logged at least one-

thousand-hours at the controls of turbine-powered aircraft.  However, Southwest’s company website will now state the 

carrier “prefers” its pilot applicants to have five-hundred-hours of turbine time—fully half the previous requirement.  
  Foxbusiness.com 

 

KMLB Runway Safety Action Team Meeting  
Looking for input to improve AOA Safety 

On March 16, 2023, 18:30EST Melbourne ATCT Manager Charlie Stickel will conduct a Runway Safety Action 

Team (RSAT) meeting at FIT Aviation, training facility.  Mr. Stickel will review operational statistics, Hot Spots 

and airport notable events from this past year. 

 The purpose of the RSAT meeting is to disseminate relevant safety and airport operations information, 

and collaborate with individuals and organizations that are actively involved in air traffic operations and 

movement of aircraft, vehicles and equipment on the Airport Operations Area (AOA).  

 Participation is encouraged from all major airport interests including tenants, fixed base operators, airport 

operations and maintenance personnel.  Each are asked to help develop recommendations and solutions to 

enhance surface safety. These recommendations serve as the foundation for a site-specific Runway Safety 

Action Plan.  

 Runway incursions remain a serious concern nationally. Additionally the significant amount of 

construction ongoing at KMLB presents daily operational challenges.  One important component of ongoing 

efforts to improve surface safety at KMLB involves conducting an annual RSAT meeting. Your participation 

and recommendations will help define solutions to enhance surface safety.  

 FMI: Contact FAASTeam Lead Representative Amon “CJ” Modine (321) 604-2438   

 

 

https://aviationweek.com/defense-space/aircraft-propulsion/hobby-clubs-missing-balloon-feared-shot-down-usaf
https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/southwest-airlines-reducing-minimum-requirements-pilots
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FAA Fines SpaceX for Not Submitting Pre-Launch Collision Data 
Hidden Costs of Musk’s Twitter Acquisition 

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has proposed a $175,000 civil 

penalty against Space Exploration Technologies Corp (SpaceX) for failure to submit launch collision analysis 

trajectory data directly to the FAA prior to the August 19, 2022, launch of the Starlink Group 4-27 mission. 

 According to FAA, SpaceX was required to submit the data to the agency at least seven days prior to an attempted 

launch.  

 Launch collision analysis trajectory data is used to assess the probability of the launch vehicle colliding with one of 

the thousands of tracked objects orbiting the Earth.  

 SpaceX has 30 days to respond to the FAA after receiving the agency’s enforcement letter.       FAA.gov 

  

FAA Halts Investigation of Santa Clara County Fuel Ban 
No surprise here 

The FAA is temporarily suspending its investigation into Santa Clara County’s ban on leaded aviation fuel as part of a 

February 8 agreement between the agency and county officials. 

 Under the memorandum of understanding, the FAA agreed to halt its investigation of alleged grant assurance 

violations at Santa Clara County Airports for six months. Meanwhile, the county and its two airports—Reid Hillview 

Airport and San Martin Airport—will participate in a nationwide study to find best practices for an unleaded future. 

 According to the memorandum, the county has 60 days to develop an action plan to address the common goal of 

operating the airports in a safe condition. Santa Clara County cannot close the airport until 2031 when their financial 

obligation for federal funding ends.   

 During recent congressional hearing before the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. Rep. Scott 

Perry (R-PA) grilled Acting FAA Associate Administrator for Aviation Safety Dave Boulter on what the agency is 

doing about the ban and the safety issues bound to occur.  “If you’re going to have a public airport you’ve got to 

provide the fuel and other services. Yet the FAA is allowing airports to ban the fuel for political reasons; it has nothing 

to do with science.”     Flying 

 

 

Biden DOJ Seeks to Block JetBlue-Spirit Merger 
A growing interest in regulating air-travel 

The Justice Department is likely to sue to block a pending $3.8 billion merger between JetBlue and Spirit airlines, 

five people with knowledge of the matter told POLITICO. It's the latest anti-monopoly move by the Biden 

administration, which has also shown increasing interest in policing air travel. 

 The $3.8B deal, if approved by the DOJ would give rise to America’s fifth-largest air-carrier. However, it appears 

the White House and the Justice Department are making ready to jointly assert their opposition to such by dint of an 

antitrust action to be brought by the Biden administration. The suit is the latest action taken by Democrat lawmakers 

against America’s free-market airline industry, and has prompted concerns over the Biden administration’s growing 

interest in regulating air-travel.     

 Sources within the DOJ have intimated the department may sue as early as March, but tempered their predictions 

with reminders that the federal government’s investigation of the merger’s provisions remains underway, and that a 

definitive decision to proceed with the suit has yet to be made. 

 In the event the JetBlue-Spirit Airlines merger survives the Biden administration’s overreaching regulatory 

predilections, the composite airline will be based in New York and led by JetBlue CEO Robin Hayes.   Politico 

 

The last Boeing 747 delivery  
Once in a lifetime route 

Boeing marked the completion of the 56-year-long 747 program with a delivery of the final 747-8F to Atlas Air on 

January 31.   FlightAware tracking of the flight from Boeing plant at Paine WA (KPAE) to Covington KY (KCVG) is 

unique and interesting.  Adding the latitudes and longitudes into the FMS likely took time and 42 minutes to fly.     

Before it’s gone, check it out here:   https://flightaware.com/live/flight/N863GT/history/20230201/1600Z/KPAE/KCVG  

 

https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-proposes-175000-fine-against-spacex-not-submitting-required-pre-launch-data
https://www.flyingmag.com/faa-halts-investigation-of-santa-clara-county-fuel-ban/
http://www.aero-news.net/index.cfm?do=main.textpost&id=6b302623-2159-47b1-98df-bad7546cbc25
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/02/10/blocked-jetblue-spirit-merger-00082327
https://flightaware.com/live/flight/N863GT/history/20230201/1600Z/KPAE/KCVG
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Aviation History for March 
Speedread or click the date 

 

March 1, 1999. The hot-air balloon Breitling Orbiter 3, with pilots Bertrand Piccard and Brian Jones, begins the first 

non-stop, round-the-world balloon flight. They will complete the flight on March 19, setting a new distance record for 

any type of aircraft of 25,360 miles. Taking a total time of 19 days, 21 hours and 47 min. 

March 2, 1969.   Concorde 001 first prototype F-WTSS makes first flight.  

March 4, 1993.  First flight of the Dassault Falcon 2000. 

March 5, 1936.  First flight of the Supermarine Spitfire. The single-seat fighter would play a major role in WWII, with 

over 20,300 built over the following 10 years. 

March 6, 2000. FAA broke ground for a new regional Washington area TRACON on a 33-acre site in Fauquier 

County, Virginia, that would replace the TRACONs at Baltimore-Washington International, Dulles International, 

Reagan National, and Andrews AFB. 

March 8, 2001.  Launch: Space Shuttle Discovery STS-102. Mission: ISS assembly flight 5A: Destiny lab.   
March 9, 2011.  Space Shuttle Discovery, first of the space shuttles to be retired, glides to a landing to end its 39th and 

final mission – the most by any space shuttle. 

March 10, 1959. First flight of the Northrop T-38 Talon a supersonic jet trainer. 
March 12, 1948. Northwest Airlines Flight 4422, a Douglas C-54 Skymaster, crashes into Mount Sanford in the Alaska 

Territory, killing 30; wreckage was not located until 1999.  

March 13, 1989.  Launch: Space Shuttle Discovery STS-29. Mission ISS supply, crew rotation.  

March 14, 2011.   FAA commissioned ADS-B equipment on its Airbus 330/340 flight simulator at the FAA Mike 

Monroney Aeronautical Center. 

March 15, 1967. Air Southwest is incorporated by Herb Kelleher and Rollin King. They would go on to grow it into 

low-cost juggernaut Southwest Airlines. 

March 16, 1962. Flying Tiger Line Flight 739, a Lockheed L-1049 operating as a military charter, and carrying 96 

American soldiers en route to South Vietnam, disappears over the western Pacific.  

March 17, 1976. A Japan Air Lines Boeing 747 makes the first non-stop flight from Tokyo to New York, taking 11.5 

hours for the 6,300-mile flight. 

March 19, 1964.  Geraldine Mock, in a Cessna 180, becomes the first woman to fly around the world. In 29 days, 11 

hours and 59 minutes with 11 stops. 

March 20, 1991.  Cuban Air Force pilot Major Orestes Perez defects in a MiG-23 lands at NAS Key West. Then in a 

borrowed C-310, he flies back to Cuba on December19, 1992, picks up his wife and 2 sons from a coastal highway 

east of Havana, safely takes-off and returns to Miami.  They live in the Orlando area. 

March 21, 1967.  Dean Martin’s son Dean Paul Martin, and his WSO Ramon Ortiz are killed when his F-4C Phantom 

II fighter crashes into San Gorgonio Mountain after takeoff from March AFB during a snow storm. Wreckage found 

just below the summit.  

March 22, 1989.  An Antonov An-225 sets 106 world and class records during a 3+30’ flight carrying a Buran orbiter. 

Its total weight at take-off was 1,120,400lbs. 

March 24, 1920.  The US Navy decommissions the collier USS Jupiter at Norfolk Navy Yard, for her conversion into 

its first aircraft carrier, designated USS Langley (CV-1). 

March 26, 2014.  NTSB cautioned airline pilots to exercise vigilance in the approach phase of a flight to avoid 

“potentially catastrophic mistakes.” The safety alert came after wrong-airport landings by Southwest in January and 

Atlas Air in November 2013. 

March 27, 2004.  NASAs X-43 pilotless plane breaks world speed record for an atmospheric engine by briefly flying at 

4,800mph.  Approximately Mach 9.6. 

March 28, 2013. Two USAF B-2 Spirit bombers make the first nonstop flight to and from the Korean Peninsula, 

departing Whiteman AFB, Missouri, bombing a target range on a South Korean island, and returning in a 37½-hour 

flight. The flight, part of the annual Foal Eagle field training exercise, is intended to signal American support to South 

Korea in the face of belligerent North Korean rhetoric. 

March 29, 2011. A U.S. Navy  P-3 fires at a Libyan Navy patrol vessel that has launched missiles at merchant ships in 

the port of Misrata. A USAF A-10 attacks two smaller Libyan vessels accompanying the patrol vessel, sinking one and 

forcing the other to be abandoned.   

  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breitling_Orbiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breitling_Orbiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertrand_Piccard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Jones_(aeronaut)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concorde_aircraft_histories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dassault_Falcon_2000
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dassault_Falcon_2000
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supermarine_Spitfire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supermarine_Spitfire
http://aireform.com/resources/faa-history-pages/faa-history-2000/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-102
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-102
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle_Discovery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle_Discovery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_T-38_Talon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_T-38_Talon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supersonic_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jet_trainer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Airlines_Flight_4422
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Airlines_Flight_4422
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1999_in_aviation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-29
http://aireform.com/resources/faa-history-pages/faa-history-2011/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwest_Airlin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_Tiger_Line_Flight_739
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_Tiger_Line_Flight_739
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan_Airlines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan_Airlines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_747
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerrie_Mock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geraldine_Mock
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1992/12/20/cuban-pilot-who-defected-rescues-family/1eefb70a-ace8-4e57-8c51-d768e21f84c8/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dean_Paul_Martin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonov_An-225_Mriya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonov_An-225_Mriya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buran_(spacecraft)
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photography/ships-us/ships-usn-l/uss-langley-cv1-av-3.html
http://aireform.com/resources/faa-history-pages/faa-history-2014/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA_X-43
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NASA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foal_Eagle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_Peninsula
https://defense-update.com/20110330_libya_week.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrol_vessel
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G100UL STC Available  
$$ based on HP 

General Aviation Modifications Inc. (GAMI) has officially begun selling STCs for its G100UL 100-octane unleaded 

avgas. As previously reported by AVweb, the FAA approved STCs for the use of G100UL in all general aviation 

piston airplanes in September 2022. GAMI says it is looking to have the fuel available in California by mid-2023 and 

nationally by 2026. 

 “GAMI is excited to announce the opening of its online G100UL STC store,” the company said. “All gasoline 

powered airplanes and engines in the FAA’s type certificate database are covered by the STCs for G100UL, which is 

the first and only FAA-certified, totally lead free, high octane avgas.” 

 As with similar fuel STCs, price for the G100UL STC varies based on an aircraft’s engine and horsepower. 

According to GAMI, it comes out to roughly $2 per horsepower, bringing average STC cost for aircraft such as the 

Cessna 210, Cirrus SR22 and Piper PA-32 to the $600 range. When it comes to the fuel itself, the company says 

pricing for G100UL will be “slightly higher than 100LL” until production volume reaches several million gallons 

annually.  Further G100UL STC information is available here,    G100UL.com.   

  

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force 
Celebrating its 100th anniversary 

In 2023, the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force celebrates its 100th Anniversary. Since 1923, when the museum 

started in the corner as a small engineering study collection in the corner of an aircraft hangar at McCook Field near 

downtown Dayton, it has grown to the world's largest military aviation museum. 

It is a world-renowned center for air and space power technology and culture 

preservation. 

 The National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, located at Wright-Patterson Air 

Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, is the oldest aviation museum in the world. With 

free admission and parking, the museum features an IMAX theater, more than 

360 aerospace vehicles, missiles, and thousands of artifacts amid more than 19 

acres of indoor exhibit space.  Each year more than one million visitors from 

around the world come to the museum.  Check out a drone tour here: From the Air. 

 The museum is open 9am to 5pm seven days a week.  Many aircraft are record holders and have interesting 

histories. It takes one day to walk and gawk.  However, to read some histories, take photos, add the IMAX and a 

maybe a refueling lunch, plan two days.  Likely, you will want to come back.    The museums’ history.     

 

The Latest on Laser Safety 
On the increase 

Pilots reported nearly 9,500 laser strikes to the FAA in 2022.  Two hundred and seventy-eight pilots have reported an 

injury from a laser strike to the FAA since 2010. People who shine lasers at aircraft face FAA fines of up to $11,000 

per violation and up to $30,800 for multiple laser incidents. The FAA issued $120,000 in fines for laser strikes in 2021. 

 High-powered laser pointers can incapacitate pilots flying airplanes. To combat the threat, Acting FAA 

Administrator Billy Nolen requested laser manufacturers add a warning label to their packaging to make consumers 

aware of the safety risks and federal laws when using lasers.  

 For more information, visit the FAA’s website at faa.gov/go/lasers and the fact sheet here: faa.gov/newsroom/lasers-0.  

The FAA asks that laser strikes be reported to the FAA (faa.gov/aircraft/safety/report/laserinfo) and to local law 

enforcement agencies.     

 An in-depth article on laser safety is in the March/April 2023 issue of FAA Safety Briefing.  Laser initiatives    

 

All Shook Up 
Presley’s JetStar on the way to a new home 

YouTube personality Jim Webb of Jimmys World negotiates bid at Mecum Auction $234,000 for a 1962-vintage 

Lockheed L-1329 JetStar N440RM “Hound Dog 1” once owned by Elvis Presley.  After 40 years sitting in the desert 

at Roswell, New Mexico, this month Webb began disassembly of the aircraft for a trek to Florida, where the JetStar 

will undergo a makeover.     Jimmys World 

https://www.avweb.com/ownership/fuel-news/gami-unleaded-avgas-stcs-approved-for-ga-piston-fleet
https://www.g100ul.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4wLr8_Kaw4
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Museum-Exhibits/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/195668/history-of-the-national-museum-of-the-us-air-force/
http://www.faa.gov/go/lasers
https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/lasers-0
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/report/laserinfo
https://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/lasers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLpk2WfUE-U
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"Maintaining Aging General Aviation Aircraft" 
FAASTeam Safety Seminar SO15120374 

On Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 20:00 EST. The Orlando FSDO FAA Safety Team will hold a free AMT seminar at 

Orlando Executive Airport, 365 Rickenbacker Dr. Orlando, FL 32902.    

“Best Practices Guide for Maintaining Aging General Aviation Airplanes.” 
 The GA fleet of 150,000+ aircraft average age is more than 50 years old.  This presentation covers 

inspection/maintenance guidance on older aircraft for owners of older, small single-engine airplanes and the 

technicians who maintain them.   Helpful tips will be offered for assessing the effects of aging on their airplane. They 

will also find that this program guides user groups or type clubs to develop a checklist and gather reference 

information specific to a model type.  Although targeted specifically for small single-engine airplanes, much of the 

information in this presentation applies to the entire GA fleet.  

 Credit 1 hr for AMT.   To view further details and registration information for this seminar, click here.  

 

Florida Airshows 2023 
For your calendar  

March 28–April 2.  Sun ‘n Fun Aerospace Expo 

April 1–2.    Wings over Homestead 

April 15–16.   Cocoa Beach Airshow 

April 15-16.   NAS Key West Southernmost Air Spectacular 

April 29-30.    Fort Lauderdale Airshow 

May 24-38.   Miami Beach Air & Sea Show 

July 8-9.    Pensacola Beach Airshow 

July 24-30.   Oshkosh by gosh 

Oct. 21-22.   Jacksonville Sea & Sky Airshow 

Oct. 28-29.   Central Florida Air & Space Show 

Nov. 3-4.    NAS Pensacola Open House Blues Homecoming Airshow 

Nov. 4-5.    Florida Int’l Airshow 

Nov. 10-12.    Stuart Air Show 2023    

 ICAS listings:   https://www.airshows.aero/Page/ASCalendar; 

 

Outtakes:  
According to a FDOT study, for the year 2021, aviation and its reliant industries resulted in a $336B economic 

impact in the state of Florida.  FDOT 

L3Harris Technologies has received a supplemental type certificate (STC) for its SRVIVR25 A757 combined 

voice and flight data recorder (CVDR) for installation on the Boeing 737NG platform.  L3Harris 

Daher Aircraft announced the deliveries of 73 single-engine turboprop aircraft from its Kodiak and TBM single-

engine product lines in 2022, along with record 100 orders for 2023 and 2024.   Daher 

A bill introduced in the  House of Representatives in the state of Washington would ban the sale of leaded aviation 

gas in that state beginning January 1, 2024 if passed into law.  GA news  

The National Aeronautic Association announced they are postponing the Pulitzer Electric Aircraft Race.  NAA 

Santa Monica CA (KSMO) sadly on its last legs. Will close 2028 when FAA loan obligations end. Ainonline 

Lufthansa Grounds All Flights 2/25 Due to an IT meltdown in its system.  Cybersick is contagious. Reuters 

Toronto based, Jetlines has postpone its launch of service between CYYZ and KMLB, “operational issues" mlbair  

Sun Country will continue twice-weekly seasonal flights between KMSP and KMLB through April 28. mlbair 

Embraer delivered 50 business jets in Q4 2022 led by 31 Phenom 300 series. NetJets order at 100 for 2023. Flying  

The Hidden Costs of Musk’s Twitter Acquisition. An FAA $175K fine for SpaceX not submitting launch collision 

analysis of trajectory data.  Aero-news.net    

Textron now has a gravel kit for its SkyCourier turboprop to operate from unimproved fields i.e. Alaska    Ainonline  

ICYMI: Effective January 23, owners will have more time to renew their aircraft registration.   FMI: AOPA 

TUI to restart seasonal service UK and KMLB in March and expect seven daily flights starting in May. KMLB    

The five-story 143-room Hyatt Place hotel at KMLB now expected to open sometime in May. KMLB 

Traffic relief along Ellis Road due to the “airport exit” appears about 3 years and a couple $$M bucks away.  

FAA just issued updated AC 90-89C Amateur Built Aircraft and Ultralight Flight Testing Handbook. FAA.gov 

http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=120374
https://www.airshows.aero/Page/ASCalendar
https://airportimprovement.com/news/fdot-releases-its-2022-florida-aviation-economic-impact-study
https://www.l3harris.com/newsroom
https://www.daher.com/en/dahers-kodiak-and-tbm-turboprop-aircraft-family-logs-a-record-business-year-in-2022
https://leg.wa.gov/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/02/04/bill-introduced-in-washington-state-to-ban-100ll/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://naa.aero/events/pulitzer-electric-aircraft-race-2-2/
https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/business-aviation/2023-02-14/santa-monica-lays-out-planning-process-ksmo-closure
https://flightaware.com/squawks/link/1/7_days/popular/91964/Lufthansa_Grounds_All_Flights_Due_to_a_Computer_Glitch_in_Its_System
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/lufthansa-it-fault-causes-massive-flight-disruptions-across-group-2023-02-15/
https://www.mlbair.com/
https://www.mlbair.com/
https://www.flyingmag.com/embraer-delivers-50-business-jets-in-q4-2022/
http://www.aero-news.net/
https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/business-aviation/2023-02-20/skycourier-ready-unimproved-fields-gravel-
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2022/november/22/faa-extending-aircraft-registration-period?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email
AC%2090-89C%20-%20Amateur-Built%20Aircraft%20and%20Ultralight%20Flight%20Testing%20Handbook
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“Say Again” 

 
 

“There I was” 
The Aviation Safety Reporting System (ASRS) publishes monthly their popular safety newsletter “Callback” written 

by pilots, controllers or aviation personnel and encourages reproduction as lessons learned. To protect anonymity the 

narratives are cleansed.  Callback 347 

“Then the Wall of White Came” 

A PA-28 pilot neglected preflight weather planning because he just “planned to stay in the pattern.” After he 

inadvertently entered IMC, ATC fortunately came to his rescue. 

 

 I had decided to perform some takeoffs and landings. The weather was marginal VFR with an observed ceiling 

that looked OK. There was mist in the air. Looking north, I could see the mountains (about 5 miles) in mist, I 

was taking off to the south. I could see some occasional flashes of blue sky, and the wind was from the south. 

During climbout, the mist became light rain and the visibility was becoming worse. Then the wall of white 

came and made the airport behind me disappear. I had no plan for this event. I was just barely at pattern 

altitude. I started to turn and was going to descend to try to find the airport, but I 

could already tell that I had my hands full. I was concentrating hard to keep the 

attitude indicator wings level and I started a slight climb. I now had to reduce 

climb power and keep the plane under control. By now I was at 2,000 feet, but 

fighting to keep the attitude indicator under control…Things were not good, I believe I was fighting vertigo…I 

then retrieved my chart (yes, it was a struggle to maintain control of the aircraft while doing this) and was 

able to tune in Approach and made my call for assistance. They answered! [The controller] had me enter a 

transponder code then tune to another frequency. Having someone to talk to was a great help. He gave me the 

altimeter setting, started giving me instructions, all turns were half standard rate, he kept reminding me to 

watch the airspeed, altimeter, and would have me call out when wings [were] level after the turns. At about 

1,200 feet MSL, I came out of the clouds with the runway in front of me. The total time in IFR was 30 minutes. 

 I normally don’t fly in marginal conditions, but by…believing that I was just staying in the pattern, I gave 

myself a false sense of security, and ended up with extreme problems. The decision to take flight was in error 

due to improper weather/preflight planning.    

 

From someone that spent 3 decades in ATC, this controller deserves huge credit for this save.  Those 30 minutes would 

be high stress for any controller working with a non-instrumented pilot in IMC.   We hope he got a big Attaboy from 

the agency.   ✈ 
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Accident Report 
Accident reports are provided by the NTSB and offered here as an educational tool, intended to help pilots learn from 

the misfortunes of others. 

 

On December 27, 2015, about 1656CST, a Cirrus SR22 airplane, N5PF, was substantially damaged during ground 

impact after departing from the Watertown Municipal Airport (RYV), Watertown, WI. The pilot, the sole occupant, 

sustained serious injuries. The airplane registered to and operated by the pilot was a personal flight under the 

provisions of Part 91. Night VMC prevailed for the flight, which was on an IFR flight plan with a planned destination 

of Kenosha Regional Airport (ENW), Kenosha, WI. 

 The pilot had spent several hours flying practice instrument approaches to various airports. 

He stated that he became distracted and failed to monitor the airplane's fuel state.  His normal 

habit was to alternate between the airplane's wing fuel tanks every 30 minutes; however, he did 

not perform this action during the last hour of the accident flight. Then shortly after takeoff to 

return to his home airport in night VMC, the airplane's engine experienced a total loss of power.  

 The pilot turned back toward the airport, but the airplane did not have sufficient altitude to 

complete a power-off glide to the runway.  He stated that he did not switch the airplane's fuel selector following the 

loss of engine power. Recorded data showed that about 4 minutes after departing RYV, the engine began to surge and 

subsequently lost power. After recognizing his altitude was insufficient to glide to RYV, and with concerns of a forced 

landing in night conditions, the pilot activated the Cirrus Airframe Parachute System (CAPS). About 344ft AGL, the 

low-altitude activation resulted in an incomplete deployment of the parachute and a nose-down impact with the 

ground, during which the pilot sustained serious injury. 

 Examination of the airplane revealed that the fuel system, from the fuel selector to the fuel tanks, remained intact, 

with no breaches noted.  Twenty-one ounces of fuel were recovered from the right tank system and the left tank 

contained about 22 gallons. The fuel selector was in the right tank position. The electric boost pump operated normally 

when connected to a battery. No pre-accident anomalies were noted with the engine or engine-related components. 

 The 67-year-old pilot held a Private Certificate with ASEL and instrument ratings. He had 2871hrs total, 1647 in 

make and model, 17hrs last 90 days, 7hrs last 30 days, 4hrs last 24hrs. He held a Class III medical and a current flight 

review.  The pilot stated that his goal on future flights was a more regimented adherence to checklists and flows during 

distractions, as well as ingraining emergency procedures to muscle memory (e.g. switching fuel tanks with fuel 

selector).  

 The airplane was equipped with a fuel caution light that illuminates if the fuel quantity in both fuel tanks falls 

below 14 gallons; the caution light does not illuminate if one tank is low (or empty) and the other tank contains greater 

than 14 gallons of fuel. 

 Rocket extraction of the parachute from its enclosure to full line stretch typically takes about 1-2 seconds and 

complete parachute inflation typically takes about 4-6 seconds from initial activation. The accident airplane's reefing 

line cutters were designed to fire 8 seconds after the parachute extraction activates them. Once the reefing line cutters 

fire, the rear harness "unsnubs" (lengthens), which lowers the tail of the airplane into its optimized landing attitude. 

The accident airplane's harness was found snubbed and still folded, with tack stitching present. The reefing line cutters 

were present in their Velcro enclosure and expended, which was consistent with the reefing line cutters firing after 

touchdown of the airplane.  CAPS activation was estimated to have occurred about 344ft AGL. Activation at this 

altitude and descent profile was consistent with the incomplete CAPS deployment and nose down ground impact found 

at the accident site. 

 

 The NTSB determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:  

 

The pilot's improper in-flight fuel management, which resulted in a total loss of engine power due to fuel starvation. 

Contributing to the accident was the pilot's failure to switch fuel tanks after the engine lost power, and his delayed 

decision to activate the airframe parachute system, which resulted in his serious injury due to incomplete deployment 

of the system and the airplane's improper attitude upon touchdown.   
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Mystery Airplane 
 Can you identify this airplane? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First prize is bragging rights 

Email your answer to email@mlbpilots.org  

Congratulations to John Twitchell, Wes Yockey, and Rob Schofield for identifying the February mystery airplane as 

the Bell P-39 Airacobra produced by Bell Aircraft Corporation, Buffalo, NY for the USAAF during WWII.     

 By the mid-1930s, the U.S. Army Air Corps (USAAC) decided it was time to replace the current day fighters, the 

Boeing P-26, Northrop A-17 and Seversky P-35.  On March 19, 1937, the USAAC issued specification X-609 for a 

single-engine high-altitude "interceptor" that called for at least 1,000lb of heavy armament including a cannon, a 

liquid-cooled Allison engine with a GE turbo-supercharger, at least 360 mph and a 

climb capable of 20,000ft within 6 minutes.   

 Despite limited experience with fighter development Bell offered their Model 4, 

featuring a fully enclosed Allison V-12, 1,200hp engine, located behind the cockpit, 

with a GE turbo-supercharger, tricycle landing gear a first for a fighter. The purpose 

of the engine placement was to allow space forward for the 37mm cannon that fired 

through the prop hub, and a pair of 50 cal. Machine guns.  

  Testing began as the XP-39 made its first flight on 6 April 1938 at Wright Field, 

Ohio. In an effort to increase its speed by reducing parasitic drag, NACA who was contributing to the engineering with 

wind tunnel testing recommended removing the air scoop that cooled the turbo and increased its top speed by 16%. 

But, that effort traded altitude for speed and replacing the turbo-supercharger with a single-stage, single-speed 

supercharger, eliminated it as a high altitude interceptor by restricting its operation to below about 15,000ft.  It then 

became mostly a ground attack aircraft.  

 The Brits ordered 675 based on the figures for the XP-39 prototype. Brits were disappointed with the aircraft in 

both performance and altitude. It saw combat only once on 9 October 1941 when four RAF Airacobra attacked enemy 

barges near Dunkirk. RAF rejecting the type and in March 1942, they went back to the Spitfires. 

 The most successful use of the P-39 was by the Soviet Air Force.  The Soviets liked the airplane; and received 

4,719 on the lend-lease plan, nearly half of all the production. The Soviets developed tactics for the Bell and scored a 

surprising number of aerial victories over a variety of German aircraft including Bf 109s, Focke-Wulf Fw 190s, Ju 87s, 

and Ju 88s.  Five of the 10 highest scoring Soviet aces logged the majority of their kills in P-39s.  

 When the Brits lost interest in the P-39, the US requisitioned 200 aircraft in production for the UK classified them 

as P-400s (an export variant named for the advertised top speed of 400 mph). After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the P-

400 was deployed to training units, but some saw combat in the Southwest Pacific including with the Cactus Air 

Force in the Battle of Guadalcanal. Outclassed by Japanese fighter aircraft, it performed well in ground attack and 

bombing runs, often proving deadly in attacks on Japanese ground forces trying to retake Henderson Field.  Guns 

salvaged from P-39s were refitted to Navy PT boats to increase firepower. Pacific pilots often complained about 

problems of performance and unreliable armament, but by the end of 1942, the P-39 units of the Fifth Air Force had 

claimed about 80 Japanese aircraft, with a similar number of P-39s lost. 

 When production ended in August 1944, Bell had built 9,584 Airacobras that included about 40-some variants. It 

also led to the development of the P-63 Kingcobra.   Externally the P-63 looked the same as the P-39, but it was larger, 

completely redesigned including laminar flow wings, a more powerful supercharged V12 engine, heavily armored and 

a service ceiling 43,000ft. A far superior aircraft to its predecessor in virtually all respects.   

 Post war; the P-39 served in training and testing for about a year.  Italy bought about 170 P-39s in 1945, but 

accidents some fatal eased them out of service.  

 The Airacobra found its way into the National Air Races after the war. Famous versions used for racing included 

the twin aircraft known as "Cobra I" and "Cobra II," owned jointly by Bell Aircraft test pilots Tex Johnston and Jack 

Woolams.  Extensively modified with 2000-horsepower engines and four-blade props these out ran some P-51s. 

 Not many remain. There might be a couple airworthy and a few restorations in museums.  

P-39   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfDJpFJ9Cw8   
 

mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_P-26_Peashooter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_A-17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seversky_P-35
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interceptor_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Electric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turbocharger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Air_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cactus_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cactus_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Guadalcanal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_for_Henderson_Field
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PT_boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_P-63_Kingcobra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Air_Races
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tex_Johnston
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Woolams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Woolams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfDJpFJ9Cw8
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NOTAMS 
       A free service to members.  MAPA does not  

       endorse any product or service offered.     
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Your membership dues are for the calendar year.  If your dues are overdue, membership will expire on March 1 please 

make your check payable to "MAPA" and mail to MAPA, P.O. Box 702, Melbourne, FL 32902.  DUES REMAIN 

$15.  You can also renew through Pay Pal.  Go to the MAPA website (mlbpilots.org) and click renew/join via Pay Pal. 

You do not have to belong to Pay Pal. If you change your mailing or email address during the year please notify the 

Secretary by mail or email: email@mlbpilots.org .  Thanks.    mlbpilots.org 
 

MEMBER PROFILE 

Please keep your member profile up-to-date, particularly your email address.   Send any change to 

email@mlbpilots.org. Complete your name and any changes you need to make.  We need your correct email address 

and any other information you would like us to have.  All information stays with us.  Guaranteed! 

 

Sale, Trade, Swap, Good Deals, Rentals, Services, Wanted, & Freebee Stuff 
 

If you have NOTAMs of interest for the members, e-mail your items to email@mlbpilots.org.  Please notify us when 

your ad is no longer required. 
 

FIT Aviation Maintenance Facility.   We are expanding our capabilities and services. 

 FIT Aviation Maintenance Department is ready to assist all Piper Cherokee owners with the new proposed AD 

mandating installation of inspection panels/doors in order to inspect wing spars for damage.  Our Maintenance 

Department has the experienced sheet metal staff, knowledge, and equipment to make your aircraft compliant in the 

minimum time.   We can also IRAN the exhaust tailpipe V-band coupling on turbocharged Bonanzas to comply with 

that proposed AD.  Please contact Travis Diets, Chief of Maintenance, (321)-674-6517. 

 Avionics:  ADS-B. We have started to receive the first of the new Garmin ADS-B systems and have completed our 

first installation.  These systems come in a variety of configurations including ADS-B out only, ADS-B out/in both 

options can either include a built in WAAS GPS or can take a GPS feed from a GNS430W or GTN series 

navigator.  The ADS-B in can be displayed on a GTN or on an iPad with an optional wireless connect adapter. 

 Bendix King KT74.  A popular direct slide in replacement for the KT76 series transponder.  We have had a few of 

these out in the fleet paired with GNS-430Ws for a couple of years with perfect service records.  Still the cheapest 

ADS-B out solution if you already have a WAAS Navigator. 

 Stratus ESG finally released!  Production numbers have been limited so availability is not yet assured, but we are 

prepared to work with a customer who would like to install one of these devices.  We're planning to install one in our 

Citabria as soon as the units are more readily available and will have more operational data at that time. 
  

New Dealer Status:               Shop Services:           

Genysis (S-Tec) Authorized Service Center/Dealer      Routine Inspections and Repairs   

Powerflow Systems Tuned Exhaust Dealer (These really work!)    Pitot-Static/IFR/Xpder Certifications 

Garmin Authorized Service Center/Dealer         Dynamic Prop Balancing 

Avidyne Authorized Service Center/Dealer        Sheet metal Fabrication and Repair 

Aspen Avionics Authorized Service Center/Dealer      Corrosion Repair and paint touch up 

                     Aircraft parts 

MAPA members are always welcome stop by.  Travis Diets, Director of Maintenance, is available for information, to 

answer your questions, discuss your options or add you to the schedule:   321-674-6517 

FIT Aviation fuel prices.  MAPA members receive .25 cents per gallon fuel discount. This is full serve, at your 

hangar (south side) or on FIT ramp. For the discount, members must show a current MAPA ID card.     

FIT Aviation is looking for Piper Warriors or Archers for lease. Interested in a leaseback for your Archer or 

Warrior.  Contact: Margaret Adamsheck madamsheck@fit.edu  or 321-674-6521 

 

http://mlbpilots.org/
mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
http://mlbpilots.org/
mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
mailto:madamsheck@fit.edu
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Come fly our Cessna 182! Full IFR with a Garmin 530 and STEC-30 

autopilot. Leather interior. Cruise 140-160 MPH. This is a stable, fun 

flying aircraft. $100 per flight hour dry. Check us out at 

www.aerovalkaria.com for more information on joining our club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFI Services, Flight Review or knock some rust off. Flat Rate Flight Review for MAPA Members. Contact info, 

call/text 321-794-4309 e-mail, knbcfi@gmail.com 

 
The Indian River Flying Club.  Fly our Garmin 430 GPS equipped, MLB based C-172 for IFR training or local 

sightseeing. Try our C-152 based in Valkaria for low cost training.  Or, fly our PA-28, Archer with a Garmin 430 GPS 

from MLB for local or long distance flights. Nominal deposit with reasonable monthly dues. Web www.fly-irfc.com 

 
Modine Aviation: Need a Check Ride? CJ Modine is a local FAA Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE).   Practical 

tests administered at KMLB for Private, Instrument and Commercial ratings (ASEL and 

AMEL). Will travel to any local airport if my schedule permits. Travel expenses 

additional. Other Examiner services available including Military Pilot conversion, 

Remote Pilot, Foreign Pilot conversion, Ground Instructor, Fight Instructor Renewal and 

more.  Flight Instructor services available for Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency 

Checks, Transition Training, Insurance required training, local orientation flights for 

visiting pilots and a whole lot more!   First Responders, Military and current MAPA members get 10% off our already 

great rates! Call (321) 604-2438 or visit www.modineaviation.com.  
 

Scott the Fly Guy, LLC.  Scott the Fly Guy offers advanced flight training and reviews in your aircraft or in my 1980 

Mooney M20J, which is IFR Certified with G-530, autopilot, and HSI at affordable rates; e.g., Flight Reviews, 

Instrument Proficiency Checks, Complex checkouts, Commercial and CFI training, Bahamas checkout, and Rusty 

Pilot back in the saddle training. Affordable rates. War stories free. Scott Saunders Call or text 321-576-7076 

 

CFI Concierge:  One-on-one private, instrument and commercial pilot training to latest FAA ACS in your airplane. I 

can conduct Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency Certification and Rusty Pilot. Learn at your pace at a very 

reasonable hourly rate. Stop flying VFR and upgrade to that instrument rating you have been dreaming about.  I fly out 

of KCOI, KMLB and KTIX.  Text/Call me at 571-214-6150, Jim Guida, CFII 

 

BASICMED MEDICAL EXAM FOR PILOTS.  We offer BasicMed Flight Physical Examinations fulfilling the 

BasicMed requirements at Flexible Hours and Flexible Locations*. Basic Cost -$150 (*small extra charge for 

travel)  Contact : Judy A. Mayor-Davies, MD  Call or Text: 321-537-4487 or 321-537-4386  Or email    

menashelm@gmail.com 

 

 

Looking to buy a north side MLB Condo Hangar.  
Please contact me if you are considering selling your condo hangar on the north side of MLB. I currently 

have a Velocity and interested in purchasing a hangar.  Bill Werner N80UF 321-501-5434. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.aerovalkaria.com/
mailto:knbcfi@gmail.com
http://www.fly-irfc.com/
http://www.modineaviation.com/
mailto:menashelm@gmail.com
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1401 General Aviation Drive 32935                                   1389 General Aviation Drive 32935                            1389 General Aviation Drive 32935 

Phone: 321-345-3194                                                           Phone: 321-255-9155                                                    Phone: 321-345-9464 

Email: info@mlbflight.com                                                  Email: customercare@heckair.com                            Email: support@fallonpilotshop.com  

Website: www.mlbflight.com                                             Website: www.heckair.com                                         Website: www.fallonpilotshop.com   

 

 
 

Fallon Pilot Shop is a one-stop shop for your aviation supplies and is conveniently located next to 

Melbourne Flight Training. We offer a wide selection of the latest pilot training material, cockpit gear, aircraft parts and 

consumables, and aviation novelty merchandise. We also offer many valuable “try before you buy” opportunities 

including a headset demo program, try-on apparel, and much more. Follow us at @fallonpilotshop or stop by the shop 

to see our latest sales and new product announcements. All MAPA Members get 5% off at the Pilot Shop! 

Heck Air Aircraft Maintenance is a company dedicated to individualized service, quality, and honesty. 

We offer full-service aircraft maintenance including, Airframe Inspections (Annual, 100 hour, 50 hour, etc.), Piston 

Engine Repair, Magneto timing check, Spark plug cleaning and testing, Aircraft dry wash and wax, Logbook review, 

and much more! 

 

 

    Melbourne Flight Training, Heck Air Aircraft Maintenance, and Fallon Pilot Shop partnered 

together to provide the Space Coast a safe, affordable, and reliable flight training experience. Melbourne Flight 

Training is open 7 days a week for training or renting. Melbourne Flight Training will provide you with the required 

training and individual instruction to assist you in accomplishing all your Aviation Goals! 

Services Include: 

 Flight Training- Private-Instrument-Commercial-Multi-CFI-Flight Reviews-IPC-ATP 

 Cirrus Transition Training- Rent our Cirrus SR20 G2 or Cirrus SR20 G6(Aug. 2020) 

 Aircraft Rentals- Our rentals include fuel and an easy check out process. 

 Aircraft Management - We offer leaseback opportunities and aircraft management services.  

 Fly This Sim FM100 - Instrument Currency, Only $65/hour  

 

 

 

New book release by Col Scott “Rooster” Saunders, USAF (Ret)  

Rooster-Fighter Pilot is a riveting story about a boy who had a dream about flying and 

lived it out by going to the U.S. Air Force Academy becoming a fighter pilot. He flew 

combat in Southeast Asia and air-to-air training in the U.S., Europe, the Middle East, and 

Asia. He still flies today, holding a CFI, CFII, and MEI. He was recently awarded the 

coveted FAA Wright Brothers Award. He instructs and does Angel Flights, taking patients 

to their doctors. To check it out, go to rooster-fighter-pilot 

Or click here. https://store.bookbaby.com/book/rooster-fighter-pilot  

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@mlbflight.com
mailto:customercare@heckair.com
mailto:support@fallonpilotshop.com
http://www.mlbflight.com/
http://www.heckair.com/
http://www.fallonpilotshop.com/
https://store.bookbaby.com/book/rooster-fighter-pilot
https://store.bookbaby.com/book/rooster-fighter-pilot
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MAPA has new caps. They are $10 each and will be available at all MAPA 

sponsored events. email@mlbpilots.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garmin GPS MAP 696 with yoke mount, XM antenna, extra cigarette lighter plugin cord, 

120-volt charger, updated operating software and more. Asking $1150.00.  

Call CJ 321.604.2438  
 

 
 

MAPA Officers     Directors     Newsletter Editor 

      Ray Liles, President    Randy Carmichael   Dick Peiffer 

      Bill Werner, VP           Don Cast      email@mlbpilots.org 
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      Rob Terry, Treasurer    Dick Peiffer     Web Master 

                Jim Schaub     Rob Terry  

                  email@mlbpilots.org 
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