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MAPA Membership Meeting Redux  

The annual general membership meeting will be Thursday, December 8 at the FIT Aviation, KMLB. As usual, the 

social with refreshments begins at 6:00pm. The meeting will begin at 6:45pm with a brief business meeting that 

includes a treasury report, association status and the election of volunteer officers and directors for 2023.  

 Our speaker will be Isaac Silver, PhD with a presentation titled: “One year of Electric Test Flight.” Dr. Silver is 

the Owner/President of IMS Aviation LLC, which provides aircraft management and contract pilot service for jet 

owners.  He holds an ATP, with AS/MEL/SES, CFI-I/MEI and type various ratings.  Please join us. Enjoy 

refreshments, camaraderie with fellow members.  
 

Membership Renewal  
Please, we need your continued support. 

It is that time of the year again when we make our annual plea and ask for your support. Please accept our sincere 

“thanks” for your support this past year and a special “thanks” to those of you who have already renewed. During 

2022, we sponsored the Space Coast Int’l Airshow with ten members each winning a pair of tickets. In June, we had 

our annual summer Get-together at Charlie & Jakes BBQ with free hors d’oeuvres and lots of elbow bending.  The 

live FAASTeam Safety Seminars took a hit with COVID and went to Webinars, but the room recently became 

available and we will again sponsor the seminars if they resume.  Each month MAPA continues to represent the GA 

community at the Melbourne Airport Authority meeting and frequently address Board members and Staff on GA 

issues.   

 FIT Aviation still honors current members with a fuel discount.  Falcon Aviation Pilot Shop also offers member 

discounts.  Remember to check the newsletter “NOTAM” section each month for new items for sale, services, and 

freebie stuff.  

 You can renew through Pay Pal. Go to the MAPA website and click renew/join via Pay Pal. You do not have to 

belong to Pay Pal, use any major credit card. So please renew online or by sending your $15 check payable to 

“MAPA” and mail to P. O. Box 702, Melbourne, FL 32902.  

 Again, thank you for your continued support of MAPA and aviation safety. http://www.mlbpilots.org 

 

http://www.mlbpilots.org/
http://www.mlbpilots.org/
http://www.mlbpilots.org/
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Mid-air collisions prompts FAA action 
FAA updates AC on see and avoid. 

After a number of mid-air collisions, the FAA felt it necessary to update and reissued Advisory Circular 90-48E on 

the Pilots Role in Collision Avoidance.   

 The AC offers information to help pilots to see and avoid other aircraft. It provides a list of publications that relates 

to preflight, right-of-way rules, operating on or in the vicinity of an airport, operations in classes of airspace, basic and 

special VFR minimums, VFR and IFR cruising altitudes, powered civil aircraft standard category and equipment 

requirements, and ADS-B.  

 The AC provides guidance applicable to student pilots, certificated pilots, flight instructors, training providers, and 

pilot examiners to mitigate the risk of a midair collision or NMAC during flight ops.   

 It incorporates additional information regarding pilot actions, procedures, NOTAMs, and aircraft technology to 

mitigate the risk of a pilot causing or being involved in a ground collision, in-flight collision, or NMAC. For those who 

know everything, check it out as a refresher.          AC 90-48E 

 
 

Canadian flight crew detained in Dominican Republic 
An eight-month nightmare 

Since April 5, a five-member flight crew for Pivot Airlines, a Canadian based airline and seven Canadian passengers 

on vacation have been held without charges in the Dominican Republic.  

 While preparing to depart for Toronto, the crew noticed a warning light on, in the aircraft’s avionics bay. An 

inspection uncovered eight bags of cocaine with an estimated street value of  $20 million.  The crew notified the Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police, local authorities and their company.  

 Authorities in the Dominican swiftly took them to prison, where the crew spent 9 days and passengers 21 days, 

locked up with drug traffickers in horrific conditions, and then transferred to house arrest.  They were moved 

frequently for protection from the drug cartel, who are not thrilled losing $20M. Police had a security camera video in 

April that capture third party hiding contraband in the avionics bay in the middle of the night while the crew and 

passengers were in a hotel, critical evidence ignored by Dominican authorities said Pivot CEO Eric Edmondson. 

Adding that they were locked up for reporting a crime.   

 According to ALPA Canada and the airline, the Dominican government has been unresponsive and diplomatic 

channels frustrating. Apparently, the Canadian government has been no help. The judge, court appointed translator, 

and prosecutor have failed to show up at some scheduled hearings. Each, delaying proceedings another month.   

 On November 11, Dominican government officials said they will be released but paperwork may take weeks. 

 The Dominican, is a major stop on narcotic-smuggling routes and have often accused airport employees of helping 

drug traffickers.  In a striking parallel to the Pivot incident, U.S. Customs officers discovered cocaine hidden in the 

avionics bay of a plane that landed in Philadelphia from Dominican Republic, in August. 

 Pivot is warning Canadians about the risk of booking winter vacations to this Caribbean island.  

Update: November 29 2022:  Now 8 months and no word on their release.       Calgary  NationalPost 

 

TUI makes an unscheduled stop in Bangor Maine 
The FO with food poisoning 

High over the northeastern coast in mid-October, the first officer on a TUI Airways Boeing 787 flight from Docaster, 

UK to Melbourne, FL became incapacitated suspecting food poisoning. The aircraft had only two pilots for the 8.5-

hour trip so procedures demanded a diversion. The captain, with a flight attendant flying right seat, headed for Bangor, 

ME with controllers so anxious for the traffic the controller even offered to read the Captain the ATIS.  

 The landing was uneventful, and a waiting ambulance rushed the FO off to a local hospital. Customs and overnight 

accommodations were found for 300 surprise visitors in a city of just 31,000. Thanks to SAC for the runway capable of 

heavy jet operations. At one time, it was the Dow Air Force Base and housed air refueling KC-135s and a variety of 

SAC aircraft.   

 The next day folks on the Birmingham to Melbourne flight also made a stop in Bangor to drop off a fresh crew to 

get the Docaster flight on its way to Melbourne. TUI operates one flight a day to Melbourne from a different city in the 

U.K     Onemileatatime.com    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlwMMD3zE5k  

 

https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_90-48E.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_90-48E.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/philadelphia-cbp-discovers-13-million-cocaine-load-flight-arrived#:~:text=Santo%20Domingo%2C%20D.R.%2C%20flight%2C%20officers%20discovered%2016%20brick%2Dshaped%20objects%20concealed%20under%20a%20blanket%20in%20an%20avionics%20technical%20space
https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/canadian-airline-crew-held-in-dominican-republic-over-cocaine-on-plane-to-be-freed-ceo
https://nationalpost.com/news/detained-canadian-air-crew-dominican-police
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlwMMD3zE5k&t=4s
https://onemileatatime.com/news/tui-boeing-787-diverts-incapacitated-pilot/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlwMMD3zE5k
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AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 
The five pillars of engine health monitoring 

There is a very good article in the AOPA ePilot  November 7 edition by Jeff Simon about monitoring the health of 

your aircraft's engine.  Owner-assisted maintenance and early detection protects your personal safety as well as your 

wallet.  As with so many other aspects of aircraft maintenance, catching problems early can make them easier and less 

expensive to solve while mitigating the risk of in-flight failures.  

 His five pillars of engine health monitoring are, Engine data monitoring; Oil filter and screen inspection; Oil 

analysis; Cylinder compressions; and Borescope inspections. 

 The author, Jeff Simon, is an A&P, IA, pilot, and aircraft owner. He has spent the last 22 years promoting owner-

assisted aircraft maintenance and recently certified the FlexAlert Multifunction Cockpit Annunciator. Jeff is also the 

creator of SocialFlight, the free mobile app and website that maps over 20,000 aviation events, $100 Hamburgers, and 

educational aviation videos www.SocialFlight.com.   Check it out:  AOPA   

 

"Florida Aviation Network Presents Plane Time - A Session with Bob Jex!" 
 “Plane Time!” I a Free Live Broadcast with WINGS credit 

On Saturday, December 10, 2022 at 09:30 EST.  The Florida Aviation Network (FAN) is broadcasting this popular 

one-hour aviation safety talk show that is recorded "Live".  All aspects of aviation could be discussed; however, we 

plan to emphasize the often- overlooked aviation maintenance side of things.  Make time to view and enjoy "Plane 

Time" - It might even save your life.  Watch with a friend!  Special guest for this show is Robert Jex, a FAASTeam 

Program Manager for Operations at the Orlando Flight Standards District Office.  Bob will be discussing the 

FAASTeams National Performance Plan for Fiscal Year 2023 and the ways FAASTeam Volunteers can get involved! 

To view further details and registration information for this webinar, click here. 

 The sponsor for this seminar is Orlando FSDO FAA Safety Team. Notice SO15117679.  The following credit(s) are 

available for the WINGS/AMT Programs:   Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit     Click here to view the WINGS help page  

 Earn your WINGS to get a chance to win a cash prize.  Go to www.mywingsinitiative.org for more info.  Join us on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/GASafety/   

 

The X-37B Returns Home 
Setting a record of 908 days in orbit 

The X-37B Orbital Test Vehicle, a reusable space plane built by Boeing landed at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center at 

5:22EST on November 12 after setting an endurance record of 908 days in orbit. The X-37B carries experiments into 

space and returns them to earth for analysis for government and industrial partners. 

 This was the vehicle’s sixth mission. First launched on April 22, 2010, and after six missions accumulated more 

than 1.3 billion statute miles and spent 3,774 days in space.  

 According to Boeing, this sixth mission began with the launch of a United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket that 

carried the orbiter from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in May 2020. The vehicle carried experiments, including 

a solar energy project designed by the Naval Research Lab, and a satellite called FalconSat-8, designed and built by 

cadets at the U.S. Air Force Academy in partnership with the Air Force Research Laboratory, deployed in October 

2021. It remains in orbit. 

 The Department of the Air Force’s X-37B spaceplane, a reusable, multi-purpose, system that operates without an 

onboard crew, won the prestigious Robert J. Collier Trophy August 13, 2020,  for advancing technology that pushes 

“the boundaries of flight and space exploration.”    Flying   

  

FAA proposing rules to advance eVTOL air taxi ops 
Urban Air Mobility could be a reality in 2024 

The FAA has proposed new rules to help pave the way for eVTOL air taxi operations.  The agency issued a proposal 

to update its air carrier definition to add "powered-lift" operations to regulations covering other commercial operations 

like airlines, charters and air tours.      Reuters  
 

Welcome new member  
Andrew Traficante 

https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2022/november/07/aircraft-maintenance-the-five-pillars-of-engine-health-monitoring?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email
http://www.socialflight.com/
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2022/november/07/aircraft-maintenance-the-five-pillars-of-engine-health-monitoring?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=117679
https://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx
www.mywingsinitiative.org%20
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GASafety/
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/104539/x-37b-orbital-test-vehicle/
https://www.flyingmag.com/boeing-built-x-37b-space-plane-sets-record-after-908-days-in-orbit/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/us-proposes-rules-advance-flying-taxi-operations-2022-11-21
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Aviation History for December 
Speedread or click the date 

 

December 1, 2011.  A CIA, RQ-170 Sentinel unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) on a reconnaissance mission 

malfunctions, veers out of control, and flies deep into Iran, where it runs out of fuel and crashes. 

December 1, 1935.  An airline consortium opened the first Airway Traffic Control Station in Newark, NJ, for keeping 

aircraft safely separated as they moved between airports. These became the En Route Centers. Now, ARTCC. 

December 2, 1993.  Launch: Space Shuttle Endeavour STS-61. Mission Hubble Space Telescope servicing. 

December 3, 1945.  A Mark5 Sea Vampire became the first jet aircraft to take off and land from an aircraft 

carrier, HMS Ocean. 
December 4, 1965.  Eastern Air Lines Flight 853, a Lockheed Super Constellation, collides with TWA Flight 42, a 

Boeing 707 over Carmel, NY. Flight 42 makes an emergency landing at JFK; Flight 853 crash lands on Hunt Mountain 

near Danbury, CT killing three passengers and one pilot; on Flight 42, no casualties reported. 

December 5, 1945. Five torpedo bombers with 14 Naval Airmen departed NAS Fort Lauderdale on a training mission 

and disappeared. A Mariner search plane from NAS Banana River with crew of 13 disappeared as well.  The area 

became the Bermuda Triangle.  

December 7, 1941. Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, HI.  

December 7, 1987.  Pacific Southwest Airlines Flight 1771, a BAe 146, is hijacked by a disgruntled employee and 

deliberately crashed near Cayucos, CA. All 43 people on board, including the hijacker, are killed. 

December 8, 2005. Southwest Flight 1248, a Boeing 737 with 103 people on board, slides off a runway while landing 

in a snowstorm at Chicago Midway, Chicago, IL; 11 people on the aircraft are injured. The plane strikes at least three 

cars in a busy intersection; a six-year-old boy dies and several people injured in the cars. 

December 9, 2006. Launch: Space Shuttle Discovery STS-116. Mission ISS assembly flight. 

December 11, 1986.  First flight of the McDonnell Douglas F-15E Strike Eagle. 

December 12, 1988. First flight of the CMC Leopard a British light business jet.   

December 13, 1972. Eugene Cernan and Harrison Schmitt begin the final EVA or “Moonwalk” of Apollo 17. This 

was the last manned mission to the moon. 

December 14, 1986. Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, takeoff in the Voyager, for the first non-stop flight around the 

planet without refueling. 

December 16, 1960.  United Airlines Flight 826, a DC-8, and TWA Flight 266, a Lockheed L-1049, collide over 

Staten Island New York; all 128 aboard the two planes and six people on the ground are killed. This was the first crash 

in which a flight recorder was used to provide details in a crash investigation.  

December 18, 1940.  First flight of the Curtiss SB2C Helldiver became the main dive-bomber and attack aircraft on 

USN carriers during WWII.  

December 19, 1999.   Launch Space Shuttle Discovery STS-103 . Mission Hubble Space Telescope servicing. 

December 20, 1972.  Delta Airlines Flight 954, a Convair 880, and North Central Airlines Flight 575, a  DC-9, collide, 

on Chicago-O’Hare runways, killing 10 people and injuring 17.  

December 21, 1988. Pan Am Flight 103, a Boeing 747, disintegrates in the air over Lockerbie, Dumfries and 

Galloway, Scotland after a terrorist bomb explodes onboard. All 259 people onboard and 11 on the ground die. The 

incident known as the Lockerbie air disaster. 

December 23, 1986.  Voyager lands after the nonstop around the world without refueling a distance of 24,987mi.    

December 24, 2021. For the past 70 plus years, on this night, nations around the world have attempted to intercept a 

mysterious hypersonic, high-flying intruder from the North Pole and learn its aeronautical secrets. For over 60 years, 

NORAD has tracked the vehicle from its northern base but no nation has been able to intercept and identify the 

hypersonic intruder.   

December 25, 1968.  Apollo 8 performs the very first successful Trans Earth Injection (TEI) maneuver, sending the 

crew and spacecraft on a trajectory back to Earth from Lunar orbit. 

December 28, 1997. United Airlines Flight 826, a Boeing 747, encounters severe turbulence two hours into the flight; 

the aircraft safely lands back in Tokyo; all survive the accident, but a passenger dies later; despite having no damage, 

the aircraft is written off.  

December 29, 1972.  Eastern Air Lines Flight 401, a Lockheed Tristar, crashes in the Florida Everglades, killing 103 

of 176 people on board; the crew is distracted by a faulty gear-down light, resulting in controlled flight into terrain; 

this is the first crash of a widebody aircraft and the first loss of a Lockheed Tristar. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RQ-170_Sentinel
https://www.ifr-magazine.com/technique/atc-history/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-61
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Vampire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Havilland_Vampire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jet_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Ocean_(1945)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_Carmel_mid-air_collision
https://www.nasflmuseum.com/flight-19.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Southwest_Airlines_Flight_177
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Southwest_Airlines_Flight_1771
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwest_Airlines_Flight_1248
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-116
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-116
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonnell_Douglas_F-15E_Strike_E
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonnell_Douglas_F-15E_Strike_Eagle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CMC_Leopard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CMC_Leopard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutan_Voyager
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1960_New_York_mid-air_collision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_L-1049_Super_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtiss_SB2C_Helldiver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtiss_SB2C_Helldiver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-103
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/STS-103
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1972_Chicago%E2%80%93O%27Hare_runway_collision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convair_CV-880
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonnell_Douglas_DC-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_Am_Flight_103
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_Am_Flight_103
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_747
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutan_Voyager
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/the-secret-history-of-santa-interceptions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_Aerospace_Defense_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Airlines_Flight_826
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Airlines_Flight_826
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Air_Lines_Flight_401
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Air_Lines_Flight_401
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Urban Air Mobility service possible in 2024 
United, American, Republic and SkyWest Airlines investing in the eVTOL world  

United Airlines and Archer Aviation have announced that their first electric air taxi route will be between Newark 

Liberty Int’l Airport and New York’s Downtown Manhattan Heliport. The route, flown by an Archer piloted four-

passenger Midnight eVTOL, an all-electric vertical takeoff and landing vehicle.  The California-based startup, Archer 

Aviation, is one of several companies producing eVTOL passenger-carrying vehicles for the Urban Air Mobility 

(UAM) market.  Archer plans service in LAX and MIA by 2024, as well.  

 Archer announced they received a $10 million pre-delivery payment from United 

Airlines for 100 electric flying taxis.  The Midnight expected to have a payload of 

1,000+ pounds, able to support four passengers and a pilot with a charging turnaround 

time of approximately 10 minutes for the target flights, enabling Archer’s UAM 

network operating model.   

 Beside United, American Airlines, Republic Airways and SkyWest have announced agreements with companies 

producing eVTOL passenger-carrying vehicles for the UAM market.    Archer   American  eveairmobility Joby  
   

 Sun Country Airlines 
Another vacation airline plans KMLB  

Sun Country Airlines is an American ultra-low-cost passenger airline, and the eleventh largest in the US by 

passengers carried.  Based at Minneapolis–Saint Paul International Airport (MSP) with headquarters on the airport, 

Sun Country operates Boeing 737 aircraft on more than 102 routes between 82 destinations in the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central America. Sun Country is a contract cargo carrier for Amazon Air, a.k.a. 

Prime Air, as well.   

 Currently Sun Country advertises nonstop service from MSP to Gulf Coast airports including Tampa, St. Pete, 

Sarasota, Punta Gorda, and Fort Myers.  Plans are to include KMLB with non-stop service from MSP, beginning in 

February 2023 through April. According to Sun Country Chief Revenue Officer Grant Whitney, “Minnesotans travel 

to Florida more than any other state in the winter.  Adding, “This will be the 12th Florida destination for vacationers 

and retirees.”   https://www.mlbair.com/   https://www.suncountry.com/   
   

Unusual Attitude Training 
L-39 UPRT intro flights 

Unusual Attitude Training (UAT), a division of the Stallion 51 Corporation, at Kissimmee Gateway Airport (KISM), 

has added a couple of Czech built high-performance Aero L-39 Albatross jets to its fleet of upset prevention and 

recovery training (UPRT) aircraft.  

 The program aims to familiarize pilots with recognition and recovery from unusual attitudes and in-flight upsets in 

both VFR and IFR environments. The UPRT program combines ground, visual, and instrument flight training in the T-

6 Texan, P-51 Mustang and the L-39 Albatross. 

 The L-39’s are equipped with an on-board video system that allows for visual and audio debriefs of what the 

aircraft was doing, what the instrumentation showed, and how the pilot responded.   https://www.stallion51.com/  
 

Embraer Sees No Supply Chain Relief Until 2024  
Supply chain trouble drags on deliveries as Embraer loses $41m in Q3 

Delays in suppliers providing engines, avionics and interiors continue to hamper Embraer, forcing the Brazilian 

aerospace and defense leader to miss delivering dozens of aircraft so far in 2022, and the company does not expect to 

see supply chain normalization until maybe past 2023. 

 “We are getting parts but with a lot of delays, and then we have to try to change a lot of our production schedule 

during the past month to accommodate the production with the delays,” Embraer CEO and President Francisco Gomes 

Neto told an analyst teleconference Nov. 14. I think this situation will normalize completely only in 2024.”  
 Flightglobal    

TUI Signs E-Jet Pool Program Contract 

The TUI Group has signed an Embraer Pool Program contract to support its fleet of E195-E2s, which will be 

delivered in the first half of 2023. Under the contract, TUI will have access to component exchanges and repair 

services for more than 340 reparable parts and interchangeable parts.  AviationWeek     

https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/business-aviation/2022-11-17/archer-rolls-out-four-seat-midnight-evtol
https://www.archer.com/news/archer-receives-10-million-pre-delivery-payment-from-united-airlines-for-100-evtol-aircraft-advances-path-to-commercialization
https://www.archer.com/
https://news.aa.com/news/news
https://eveairmobility.com/united-invests-another-15-million-in-electric-flying-taxi-market-with-eve/
https://www.jobyaviation.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Air
https://www.mlbair.com/
https://www.suncountry.com/
https://www.stallion51.com/
https://www.flightglobal.com/airframers/supply-chain-trouble-drags-on-deliveries-as-embraer-loses-41m-in-q3/150965.article
mailto::MRO%20Digest%20news@enews.aviationweek.com
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/news/united-makes-2410m-deposit-on-100-flying-taxis-from-archer/ar-AA10wzGu?fullscreen=true#image=1


6 

 

NORAD Tracks Santa 
Keeping children informed, and grownups, as well 

The NORAD Tracks Santa is an annual Christmas program in which North American Aerospace Defense 

Command (NORAD) simulates the tracking Santa, as he travels the world on his mission to deliver presents to 

children on Christmas Eve. The program starts on December 1, but the actual Santa-tracking simulation starts at 

midnight annually on December 23. It is a community outreach function of NORAD, 

and held annually since 1955.  

 Of all the stories of how this began, the most accurate description of the events of 

1955 appears to be that on November 30. A child trying to reach Santa on a hotline 

number provided in a Sears advertisement misdialed the number and instead reached 

Colonel Harry Shoup, the watch commander at his desk, in Colorado Springs’ 

Continental Air Defense Command (CONAD).  Now North American Aerospace 

Defense Command (NORAD). 

 However, when a member of Shoup’s staff placed a picture of Santa on a board used 

to track unidentified aircraft that December; Shoup saw a public relations opportunity. 

He asked the public affairs officer Colonel Barney Oldfield to inform the press that 

CONAD was tracking Santa's sleigh. In his release to the press, Oldfield added that 

"CONAD, Army, Navy, and Marine Air Forces will continue to track and guard Santa 

and his sleigh on his trip to and from the U.S. against possible attack from those who do not believe in Christmas.”  

Thousands of volunteers have maned the phones over the years.    

 On Christmas Eve, the NORAD Tracks Santa website videos page updates each hour, when it is midnight in a 

different time zone. The "Santa Cam" videos show CGI images of Santa flying over famous landmarks.  

 Contact information:  Operational December 1-24. Phone 877-446-6723. Website https://www.noradsanta.org 

Outtakes:  
Joby the eVTOL company is delaying its commercial service until 2025. Due in part because of regulatory hurdles. 
Flying.com   
Saudia, the national airline of Saudi Arabia, has agreed to purchase 100 eVTOL aircraft from the German air taxi 

maker Lilium. Gulfnews.com  

American Airlines pilots Union rejects proposed contract pay hike.  Reuters  

SpaceX anticipates first Starship launch sometime in December   Reuters  

U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg on Thursday (11/3) said airlines should ease congestion at Florida 

airports by equipping their planes so they can fly over water along routes under-utilized. Reuters   

Safety Expert Dr. Tony Kern Calls Out Aviation on Sexual Harassment.  He says Business aviation could solve its 

personnel shortage by making the industry a safer place for female employees. Ainonline 

Stillwater, OK and OSU will pay American Airlines $4M for two years of daily flights to Stillwater. dallasnews.com   

Canada Jetlines will join Sunwing Airlines, which will offer nonstop flights at MLB connecting Toronto; Halifax, 

Nova Scotia; and Winnipeg, Manitoba, from Dec. 10 to April 28. Status awaiting FAA route approval. Simpleflying 

Florida Fish & Wildlife (FWC) will purchase a Caravan C-208 turboprop for patrol and law enforcement services 

for 8,400 mi of coastline, 13,200sq mi of offshore waters and 34 million acres of land. Florida State Aviation 

SpaceX’s Starship Human Landing System (HLS) will support the second and first NASA Artemis-era missions to 

return astronauts to the surface of the Moon under a $1.15 billion contract modification.  AviationWeek 

TSA scheduling more training after man gets through checkpoint with two box cutters.  CNN 

FAA extends aircraft registration to 7 years and expands renewal date from 90 days to 12 months.  Ainonline 

American Flight 1855 a 737-800, suffers “significant damage” from numerous birds on approach to Kansas City 

(KCI) on Nov. 15. Declared an emergency, CFR met the aircraft. No injuries.  Simpleflying 

FAA now requires Class II medical for Commercial Balloon Pilots when carrying passengers.   FAA.gov  

ICYMI. Air Safety Institute video analyzes Wings Over Dallas midair collision.  AOPA ASI     

Suspect Who Threatened to Crash Stolen King Air into Tupelo Walmart dies in Federal Prison 11/14.ABCNews   

Sun Air goes with SATCOM Direct for cockpit connectivity.  Aviationweek 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_Aerospace_Defense_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Claus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer-generated_imagery
https://www.noradsanta.org/
https://www.flyingmag.com/joby-pushes-back-evtol-service-launch-due-to-regulatory-internal-delays/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://gulfnews.com/business/aviation/saudia-unveils-plan-to-purchase-100-lilium-vtol-jets-what-we-know-so-far-1.1667398641835?utm_medium
American%20Airlines%20Pilots%20Union%20Reject%20Contract%20Proposal.
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/spacex-targeting-december-first-starship-launch-orbit-nasa-official-2022-10-31/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-encourages-airlines-equip-florida-bound-planes-over-water-routes-2022-11-03/
https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/business-aviation/2022-11-09/tony-kern-calls-out-aviation-sexual-harassment?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/airlines/2022/02/14/a-small-town-and-its-university-are-paying-american-airlines-up-to-4-million-to-keep-flying-there/
https://simpleflying.com/melbourne-orlando-canada-jetlines-2nd-us-destination/
https://stateaviationjournal.com/index.php/state-news/florida/cessna-caravan-to-join-florida-fish-and-wildlife-conservation-commissions-aviatio
https://aviationweek.com/defense-space/space/nasa-selects-spacex-second-human-lunar-landing
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/13/us/tsa-failures-box-cutters-frontier-flight
https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/business-aviation/2022-11-17/faa-extending-aircraft-registration-period-seven-years
https://simpleflying.com/american-airlines-boeing-737-800-suffers-multiple-bird-strikes/
https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/final-rule-medical-certification-standards-commercial-balloon-operations
https://email.generalaviationnews.com/t/c/62b26bfa-7b04-44d2-b72d-f115ef090944/0c0ead29-825c-489c-9a5e-5c7d02688f17
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/online-learning/early-analysis/rbd-airshowmidair
https://abc7chicago.com/cory-patterson-death-stolen-plane-mississippi/12472600/
https://aviationweek.com/business-aviation/interiors-connectivity/sun-air-taps-satcom-direct-cockpit-connectivity
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“Say Again” 
     

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“There I was” 
The Aviation Safety Reporting System (ASRS) publishes monthly their popular safety newsletter “Callback” written 

by pilots, controllers or aviation personnel and encourages reproduction as lessons learned. To protect anonymity the 

narratives are cleansed. 

 

A Subtle String of Errors 
 

A Captain and a Controller describe how an unnoticed error, an assumption, and an expectation combined to result in a 

runway incursion that could have been catastrophic. 

 

From the Captain's Report: 

 

   Taxiing to the active runway, we were cleared to cross the runway at a taxiway on two separate occasions within 

30 seconds.  We both looked at the approach end of the runway and confirmed an aircraft in position as Ground 

Control had indicated.  My FO confirmed with me that [the aircraft in position] was not moving.  I also looked and 

agreed.  I now concentrated on steering the aircraft on the taxi line while crossing the runway.  My FO then stated that 

Aircraft Y was…rolling down the runway.  I [braked] but was not able to stop before entering the runway.  Aircraft Y 

rotated and overflew us.  We…queried Ground, and they confirmed for a third time that we were cleared to cross the 

runway. 

 

From the Tower Controller's Report: 

 

  We were in the last part of a large departure push.  I was working the Tower Local Control position.  I had four 

aircraft ready to depart.  Three were at one runway and one was at an intersecting runway.  I was departing a 

business jet from an intersecting runway.  As the taxiing Aircraft X turned north, I lined Aircraft Y up on the runway.  

With my plan firmly in my head, I would depart Aircraft Y; then I would allow Aircraft X to cross the Runway 4 at a 

taxiway.  When the Ground Controller coordinated the crossing, I had my plan made and did not realize the crossing 

was before Aircraft Y.  I cleared Aircraft Y for takeoff.  The aircraft rotated and was airborne before the taxiway.  The 

ASDE-X alerted.  I saw Aircraft X approaching the runway, but in my mind, [I thought] the aircraft would hold short 

of the runway.… Maybe additional training on expectation bias would help.     
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Accident Report 
Accident reports are provided by the NTSB and offered here as an educational tool, intended to help pilots learn from 

the misfortunes of others. 

 

On December 6, 2017, at 1454 CST, N679EA, a Raytheon Aircraft Company B36TC, was destroyed when it impacted 

a gas station pump canopy and parking lot while on visual approach to Spirit of St. Louis Airport (SUS), Chesterfield, 

MO. The private pilot sustained fatal injuries. The airplane registered to Wings West, LLC, Las Vegas, NV, and 

operated by the pilot as a Part 91 personal flight, destroyed. At the time of the accident, day VMC prevailed and the 

flight was on an instrument flight plan. The flight departed the Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT), Phoenix, AZ, at 

0926 CST filed for SUS, approximately 1,100nm flight.   

 The morning before the accident flight, the airplane was "topped off" with 72 gallons of fuel and 

FBO serviced the oxygen system. The amount of fuel onboard before the fueling could not be 

determined. Line personnel reported that, after servicing the airplane, the fuel level was about 1-1½ 

inches below the fuel "flappers" in each wing tank. Personnel spoke to the pilot before his departure 

and observed a portion of his preflight inspection, but they did not notice if the pilot visually 

checked the fuel levels. 

 According to ATC radar data and communications, the pilot contacted the Albuquerque ARTCC about 1220 to 

obtain an IFR clearance. The pilot was cleared progressively to FL 230. At 1244, the pilot requested a descent to FL 

210 to control engine temperatures.  At 1422, the pilot requested descent to 8,000ft. Then he was cleared on step 

descents to 3,000ft as the airplane neared SUS. 

 At 1450, he was cleared for a visual approach, left traffic to runway 26L. Radar data showed the airplane in a 

constant left turn for about 3 minutes from the downwind leg to the final. At 1454:00, about 260ft above ground level 

near the end of the left turn onto final, he reported that he had an issue and was losing power. The controller 

immediately cleared the pilot to land on runway 26L, and at 1454:09, the pilot responded that he might not be able to 

make it to the airport. Radar showed the airplane turned right toward a nearby road. No further communications were 

received from the pilot.  

 Several witnesses near the accident site observed the airplane at a low altitude with the wings rocking. They heard 

no engine noise. The airplane impacted the top of the gas station pump canopy and parking lot, about 1 mile from the 

end of runway 26L and a post-impact fire ensued. Witnesses attempted to suppress the fire with available fire 

extinguishers; however, their attempts to suppress the fire were unsuccessful due to intense heat and smoke. 

 The 72-year-old pilot held a Private Certificate with ASEL, no instrument rating. His logbook was not located 

during the investigation. His most recent FAA Class 3 medial dated August 30, 2016, he reported 4,620 total hours and 

50 hours in the previous 6 months.   

 According to the pilot's family, he had completed this flight, DVT to SUS, in the accident airplane several times 

since purchasing the airplane in February 2017  

 A post accident examination of the airframe and a functional engine test revealed no evidence of mechanical 

malfunctions or failures that would have precluded normal operation. 

 The fuel selector was in the left tank position. The total fuel quantity of fuel on board the airplane at takeoff and the 

quantity remaining in each fuel tank at the accident site could not be determined; however, the airplane would likely 

have been low on fuel as it neared the destination airport. It is likely that the pilot's extended left turn from downwind 

to final approach moved fuel away from the fuel tank pick up point, which resulted in fuel starvation and a total loss of 

engine power.   

 The total duration of the accident flight was 5 hours 26 minutes, and the total distance travelled was 1103nm.  

 According to the POH, the fuel system of the airplane consisted of two interconnected bladder-type fuel cells 

located in each wing leading edge. Each wing contained a total of 54 gallons with 51 gallons usable. Each wing had a 

flush-type filler cap covering an antisiphon valve. The fuel tank was full when the fuel level reached the spring-loaded 

door of the antisiphon valve. In addition, each wing tank was equipped with a fuel quantity sight-gauge. Float-operated 

fuel level sensors located in each wing tank transmit electrical signals to the cockpit fuel quantity gauges, and indicate 

usable fuel remaining in each tank. The fuel selector valve handle was located forward and to the left of the pilot's seat; 

the POH stated that takeoffs and landings must be made using the tank that is nearest full. 

 

The NTSB determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be; the pilot's improper fuel management, which 

resulted in a total loss of engine power due to fuel starvation.  ✈    
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Mystery Airplane 
 Can you identify this airplane? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First prize is bragging rights 

Email your answer to email@mlbpilots.org  

Congratulation to John Twitchell for identifying the November mystery airplane as the Vought F7U Cutlass.   The 

Cutlass was a swept-wing tailless single-seat carrier-borne fighter. Its first flight was 29 September 1948; it entered 

service with the US Navy in July 1951 and retired 2 March 1959.  Its short-checkered service career was plagued with 

numerous technical issues.  Four test pilots died and 21 other Navy pilots lost their lives flying the Cutlass.  Of 320 

built, 25% were destroyed in accidents. Pilots had good reason to fear the F7U.  

  Vought's entry to a Navy competition for a new carrier-capable day fighter, opened on 1 June 1945. The design, 

company number V-346, got the designation "F7U" when it was announced the winner of the competition. It featured 

broad chord, low aspect ratio swept wings, and wing-mounted tails either side of a short fuselage. The cockpit was 

well forward and gave the pilot good visibility during carrier approaches.  Pitch and roll control was controlled by 

elevons, though Vought called these surfaces "ailevators" at the time. Slats were on 

the entire leading edge span.  

 The aircraft had all-hydraulic controls, which provided artificial feedback so the 

pilot could feel aerodynamic forces acting on the plane. The hydraulic system 

operated at 3000 psi, twice that of other Navy aircraft. The system was unreliable 

and not ready for front-line service. 

 The very long nose gear strut required for high angle of attack takeoffs, was fully 

steerable and set the pilot 14 feet in the air. The high stresses of barrier engagements, and side-loads imposed during 

carrier landings caused failure of the retract cylinder's internal down-locks, causing nose gear failure and subsequent 

spinal injuries to the pilot.  

 The aircraft was underpowered with a pair of Westinghouse J34 turbojets, an engine that some pilots liked to say, 

"Put out less heat than Westinghouse toasters." Some called it the "Gutless Cutlass" or the "Ensign Eliminator". 

 None of the first 14 F7U-1 production units were approved for service. On 7 July 1950 Vought test pilot Paul 

Thayer ejected from his burning prototype in front of an airshow crowd. The F7U-3 version first flew 20 December 

1951, with a Westinghouse J46 with afterburner, a stronger airframe and larger maintenance panels for service. Test 

pilot Wally Schirra said in his autobiography that he considered the F7U-3 accident-prone and a "widow maker". On 

the positive side, test pilots found it a stable weapons platform, maneuverable, fun to fly, and solid airframe. Test pilots 

praised its roll rate of 570 faster than production jets at the time. The ‘-3’ became the production variant 180 built.  

 The Blue Angels flew two F7U-1s as the solos during the1953 show season in an effort to promote the new aircraft.  

Both the pilots and ground crews found the aircraft generally unsatisfactory, and it was apparent that the type was still 

experiencing multiple issues. They had landing gear and hydraulic failures, engine fires while in the air and on one 

occasion a landing gear door fell on a spectator grandstand but through sheer luck did not injure anyone.  

 During the Blue Angels' first airshow appearance in 1953, Lt Edward "Whitey" Feightner, the former program 

manager for the F7U, experienced a total loss of hydraulics on an afterburner takeoff and steep climb. While trying to 

gain enough altitude for ejection he was able to stay with the aircraft until the backup system came on. He clipped trees 

on the end of the runway, causing the left engine to flame out. With hydraulic fluid streaming back in a bright flame, 

he made a hard turn and got the plane back on the runway, much to the excitement of the crowd. Later, while traveling 

to an airshow at NAS Glenview in Chicago, another Blue Angel Lt Harding “Mac” McKnight experienced an engine 

flameout in his Cutlass, forcing him to make an emergency landing at NAS Glenview. Traveling with him, Feightner 

was directed to land at Chicago's Orchard Airpark, which had been expanded and renamed O'Hare Airport. The 

runway just completed and covered with peach baskets to prevent aircraft from landing until it opened. Feightner was 

told to ignore the baskets and land on the new runway. As a result, Feightner became the first to land on the new 

runway for Chicago's O'Hare Airport.     Smithsonian  aviastar.org  

 

 

mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landing_gear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago,_Illinois
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/air-space-magazine/the-gutless-cutlass-12023991/
http://www.aviastar.org/air/usa/chance_cutlass.php
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NOTAMS 
       A free service to members.  MAPA does not  

       endorse any product or service offered.     
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Your membership dues are for the calendar year.  If your dues are overdue, membership will expire on March 1 please 

make your check payable to "MAPA" and mail to MAPA, P.O. Box 702, Melbourne, FL 32902.  DUES REMAIN 

$15.  You can also renew through Pay Pal.  Go to the MAPA website (mlbpilots.org) and click renew/join via Pay Pal. 

You do not have to belong to Pay Pal. If you change your mailing or email address during the year please notify the 

Secretary by mail or email: email@mlbpilots.org .  Thanks.    mlbpilots.org 
 

MEMBER PROFILE 

Please keep your member profile up-to-date, particularly your email address.   Send any change to 

email@mlbpilots.org. Complete your name and any changes you need to make.  We need your correct email address 

and any other information you would like us to have.  All information stays with us.  Guaranteed! 

 

Sale, Trade, Swap, Good Deals, Rentals, Services, Wanted, & Freebee Stuff 
 

If you have NOTAMs of interest for the members, e-mail your items to email@mlbpilots.org.  Please notify us when 

your ad is no longer required. 
 

FIT Aviation Maintenance Facility.   We are expanding our capabilities and services. 

 FIT Aviation Maintenance Department is ready to assist all Piper Cherokee owners with the new proposed AD 

mandating installation of inspection panels/doors in order to inspect wing spars for damage.  Our Maintenance 

Department has the experienced sheet metal staff, knowledge, and equipment to make your aircraft compliant in the 

minimum time.   We can also IRAN the exhaust tailpipe V-band coupling on turbocharged Bonanzas to comply with 

that proposed AD.  Please contact Travis Diets, Chief of Maintenance, (321)-674-6517. 

 Avionics:  ADS-B. We have started to receive the first of the new Garmin ADS-B systems and have completed our 

first installation.  These systems come in a variety of configurations including ADS-B out only, ADS-B out/in both 

options can either include a built in WAAS GPS or can take a GPS feed from a GNS430W or GTN series 

navigator.  The ADS-B in can be displayed on a GTN or on an iPad with an optional wireless connect adapter. 

 Bendix King KT74.  A popular direct slide in replacement for the KT76 series transponder.  We have had a few of 

these out in the fleet paired with GNS-430Ws for a couple of years with perfect service records.  Still the cheapest 

ADS-B out solution if you already have a WAAS Navigator. 

 Stratus ESG finally released!  Production numbers have been limited so availability is not yet assured, but we are 

prepared to work with a customer who would like to install one of these devices.  We're planning to install one in our 

Citabria as soon as the units are more readily available and will have more operational data at that time. 
  

New Dealer Status:               Shop Services:           

Genysis (S-Tec) Authorized Service Center/Dealer      Routine Inspections and Repairs   

Powerflow Systems Tuned Exhaust Dealer (These really work!)    Pitot-Static/IFR/Xpder Certifications 

Garmin Authorized Service Center/Dealer         Dynamic Prop Balancing 

Avidyne Authorized Service Center/Dealer        Sheet metal Fabrication and Repair 

Aspen Avionics Authorized Service Center/Dealer      Corrosion Repair and paint touch up 

                     Aircraft parts 

MAPA members are always welcome stop by.  Travis Diets, Director of Maintenance, is available for information, to 

answer your questions, discuss your options or add you to the schedule:   321-674-6517 

FIT Aviation fuel prices.  MAPA members receive .25 cents per gallon fuel discount. This is full serve, at your 

hangar (south side) or on FIT ramp. For the discount, members must show a current MAPA ID card.     

FIT Aviation appreciates all our fuel customers! 

FIT Aviation is looking for Piper Warriors or Archers for lease. Interested in a leaseback for your Archer or 

Warrior.  Contact: Margaret Adamsheck madamsheck@fit.edu  or 321-674-6521 

 

http://mlbpilots.org/
mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
http://mlbpilots.org/
mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
mailto:email@mlbpilots.org
mailto:madamsheck@fit.edu
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Come fly our Cessna 182! Full IFR with a Garmin 530 and STEC-30 

autopilot. Leather interior. Cruise 140-160 MPH. This is a stable, fun 

flying aircraft. $100 per flight hour dry. Check us out at 

www.aerovalkaria.com for more information on joining our club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valkaria Flyers Flying Club is looking for pilots who would like to 

own part of an airplane and share in the fun of flying, traveling in your 

airplane, partying and fibbing about your flying with other 

pilots/owners. We have a 1963 Cherokee 180 with a new engine and 

PowerFlow Exhaust (N7207W) based at Valkaria with ADS-B out, 

Garmin G5 and a panel mount Garmin GPS 550 Aera with Traffic. 

Check us out @ www.valkariaflyers.com and let’s go flying.  

 

 
CFI Services, Flight Review or knock some rust off. Flat Rate Flight Review for MAPA Members. Contact info, 

call/text 321-794-4309 e-mail, knbcfi@gmail.com 

 

The Indian River Flying Club.  Fly our Garmin 430 GPS equipped, MLB based C-172 for IFR training or local 

sightseeing. Try our C-152 based in Valkaria for low cost training.  Or, fly our PA-28, Archer with a Garmin 430 GPS 

from MLB for local or long distance flights. Nominal deposit with reasonable monthly dues. Web www.fly-irfc.com 

 

Modine Aviation: Need a Check Ride? CJ Modine is a local FAA Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE).   Practical 

tests administered at KMLB for Private, Instrument and Commercial ratings (ASEL and 

AMEL). Will travel to any local airport if my schedule permits. Travel expenses 

additional. Other Examiner services available including Military Pilot conversion, 

Remote Pilot, Foreign Pilot conversion, Ground Instructor, Fight Instructor Renewal and 

more.  Flight Instructor services available for Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency 

Checks, Transition Training, Insurance required training, local orientation flights for 

visiting pilots and a whole lot more!   First Responders, Military and current MAPA members get 10% off our already 

great rates! Call (321) 604-2438 or visit www.modineaviation.com.  

 
Scott the Fly Guy, LLC.  Scott the Fly Guy offers advanced flight training and reviews in your aircraft or in my 1980 

Mooney M20J, which is IFR Certified with G-530, autopilot, and HSI at affordable rates; e.g., Flight Reviews, 

Instrument Proficiency Checks, Complex checkouts, Commercial and CFI training, Bahamas checkout, and Rusty 

Pilot back in the saddle training. Affordable rates. War stories free. Scott Saunders Call or text 321-576-7076 

 

CFI Concierge:  One-on-one private, instrument and commercial pilot training to latest FAA ACS in your airplane. I 

can conduct Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency Certification and Rusty Pilot. Learn at your pace at a very 

reasonable hourly rate. Stop flying VFR and upgrade to that instrument rating you have been dreaming about.  I fly out 

of KCOI, KMLB and KTIX.  Text/Call me at 571-214-6150, Jim Guida, CFII 

 

BASICMED MEDICAL EXAM FOR PILOTS.  We offer BasicMed Flight Physical Examinations fulfilling the 

BasicMed requirements at Flexible Hours and Flexible Locations*. Basic Cost -$150 (*small extra charge for 

travel) Contact : Judy A. Mayor-Davies, MD  Call or Text: 321-537-4487 or 321-537-4386  Or email     

 menashelm@gmail.com  

http://www.aerovalkaria.com/
http://www.valkariaflyers.com/
mailto:knbcfi@gmail.com
http://www.fly-irfc.com/
http://www.modineaviation.com/
mailto:menashelm@gmail.com
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1401 General Aviation Drive 32935                                   1389 General Aviation Drive 32935                            1389 General Aviation Drive 32935 

Phone: 321-345-3194                                                           Phone: 321-255-9155                                                    Phone: 321-345-9464 

Email: info@mlbflight.com                                                  Email: customercare@heckair.com                            Email: support@fallonpilotshop.com  

Website: www.mlbflight.com                                             Website: www.heckair.com                                         Website: www.fallonpilotshop.com   

 

 
 

Fallon Pilot Shop is a one-stop shop for your aviation supplies and is conveniently located next to 

Melbourne Flight Training. We offer a wide selection of the latest pilot training material, cockpit gear, aircraft parts and 

consumables, and aviation novelty merchandise. We also offer many valuable “try before you buy” opportunities 

including a headset demo program, try-on apparel, and much more. Follow us at @fallonpilotshop or stop by the shop 

to see our latest sales and new product announcements. All MAPA Members get 5% off at the Pilot Shop! 

Heck Air Aircraft Maintenance is a company dedicated to individualized service, quality, and honesty. 

We offer full-service aircraft maintenance including, Airframe Inspections (Annual, 100 hour, 50 hour, etc.), Piston 

Engine Repair, Magneto timing check, Spark plug cleaning and testing, Aircraft dry wash and wax, Logbook review, 

and much more! 

 

    Melbourne Flight Training, Heck Air Aircraft Maintenance, and Fallon Pilot Shop partnered 

together to provide the Space Coast a safe, affordable, and reliable flight training experience. Melbourne Flight 

Training is open 7 days a week for training or renting. Melbourne Flight Training will provide you with the required 

training and individual instruction to assist you in accomplishing all your Aviation Goals! 

Services Include: 

 Flight Training- Private-Instrument-Commercial-Multi-CFI-Flight Reviews-IPC-ATP 

 Cirrus Transition Training- Rent our Cirrus SR20 G2 or Cirrus SR20 G6(Aug. 2020) 

 Aircraft Rentals- Our rentals include fuel and an easy check out process. 

 Aircraft Management - We offer leaseback opportunities and aircraft management services.  

 Fly This Sim FM100 - Instrument Currency, Only $65/hour  

 

 

FOR SALE - Kenos Sun Shields made for a SR20/22 Cirrus.  

Like new in excellent condition with no rips or tears. 

New $225.   Asking $175 or best offer.   

Jim Guida    517-214-6150 

 

 
 

mailto:info@mlbflight.com
mailto:customercare@heckair.com
mailto:support@fallonpilotshop.com
http://www.mlbflight.com/
http://www.heckair.com/
http://www.fallonpilotshop.com/
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New book release by Col Scott “Rooster” Saunders, USAF (Ret)  

Rooster-Fighter Pilot is a riveting story about a boy who had a dream about flying 

and lived it out by going to the U.S. Air Force Academy becoming a fighter pilot. He 

flew combat in Southeast Asia and air-to-air training in the U.S., Europe, the Middle 

East, and Asia. He still flies today, holding a CFI, CFII, and MEI. He was recently 

awarded the coveted FAA Wright Brothers Award. He instructs and does Angel 

Flights, taking patients to their doctors. To check it out, go to rooster-fighter-pilot 

Or click here. https://store.bookbaby.com/book/rooster-fighter-pilot  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAPA has new caps. They are $10 each and will be available at all MAPA 

sponsored events. email@mlbpilots.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garmin GPS MAP 696 with yoke mount, XM antenna, extra cigarette lighter plugin cord, 

120-volt charger, updated operating software and more. Asking $1150.00.  

Call CJ 321.604.2438  
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      Bill Werner, VP           Don Cast      email@mlbpilots.org 

      Andy Pedersen, Secretary   Jim Morris 

      Rob Terry, Treasurer    Dick Peiffer     Web Master 

                Jim Schaub     Rob Terry  

                  email@mlbpilots.org 
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